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Introduction

European Pollinator Identification Courses

The main objective of the EPIC project is to strengthen the para-
taxonomic capacity of in EU Member States, and support preparation 
for the implementation of the EU Pollinator Monitoring Scheme 
(EUPoMS).



 Three separated lots: independent but common 
background (SPRING project)

 Common parts: Certification and common platform 
resources – Pollinator Academy

EPIC-Butterfly

EPIC-Bee EPIC-FlyUniversity of
Mons (Belgium)

University of
Alicante (Spain)





Developing the Training Programme



Content



Detailed content



E-learning – Pollinator academy



E-learning – Pollinator academy



Level 0



Level 1





2. Organizing the recruitment of participants

How do we recruit
participants?? 

• Current volunteers

• Network and 
consortium

• Suggestions national
authorities and country 
experts

Country (Region) Field 
excursions

Online 
courses

Lab 
course

Approximate 
trainees in total

Lithuania 2 3 25
Latvia 2 3 25

Romania 2 2 20

Hungary 2 3 25

Slovakia / Czechia 2 3 1 28
Bulgaria 2 3 25
Greece 1 2 15
Croatia 1 2 1 15
Slovenia 2 3 20
Poland 1 2 15

Total 17 26 2 208

Minimum of 10 
participants covered travel 
and accommodation costs

(whole project)



2. Member state nominations

Country Nominations 
sent

Number 
nominations

Bulgaria yes 3
Croatia yes 6
Greece yes 2
Poland yes 6

Slovakia yes 3
Hungary yes 8
Lithuania yes 19
Romania yes 15
Slovenia yes 1
Czechia
Latvia

Totals 63

Direct nominations of
people to be trainee
by the different MS

Nominees should
be included on the
butterfly trainings • Registration Form: Microsoft Form

online open to everyone

• Acceptance of GDPR: sharing
trainees information to DG-Env

• EPIC team sent the registrations to
trainers



3. Implementation of training programme

Hungary 12-13 April 17
Czechia (Web) 24 April 21
Slovenia 10 May 11
Slovenia 9 June 11
Czechia 24-25 May 20
Romania 23-25 May 14
Romania 10-12 July 14
Bulgaria 23-24 June 6
Lithuania 26-27 June 14
Slovenia (Web) 21 October
Slovenia (Web) 18 November
Czechia (Lab) 30 November 10

ParticipantsDate
2025

Country



4. Development of certification

–For online and field/lab courses
–Assessment of Competence : develop a checklist of skills and knowledge required 
at various competence levels (basic, intermediate, advanced), e.g. butterfly species 
identification, transect walking, data reporting, and using identification keys. 



In situ Fieldwork certification

4. Development of certification



5. Next steps (Content)

Level 4 
Laboratory course: 

extraction of genitalia

Level 2 Intermediate Level 3 Advanced Masterclasses

(Extension)
Level 3 Advanced material

The genus
Erebia

The genus
Pyrgus



5. Next steps (Training programme)

Slovenia (Webinar) 20 January

Greece 19-22 June

Lithuania Late June

Poland

Croatia

Latvia

Lithuania/Hungary field coursesCzechia webinar

Level 2





THANK YOU!
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